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BRAC Releases New Findings on Public Education in the Baton Rouge Area

BATON ROUGE, La. (August 30, 2006) - The Baton Rouge Area Chamber (BRAC) released
today the third installment of a five-part research series on public education in the nine-parish
Capital Region, ÒPublic Education in the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Area: Factors that Impact
Student Achievement.Ó  The research is available at www.brac.org.

The research series represents the first-ever comprehensive study of the 11 public school districts
in the Capital Region.  The third part of BRACÕs public education research series discusses various
factors that impact student achievement, including both in-school and non-school factors.

Baton Rouge area public school districts generally compare favorably with their in-state and out-of-
state peers on several selected in-school factors (e.g., teacher quality, student-teacher ratios), with
the exception of facilities.  In contrast, the Capital Region likely lags its peers on most non-school
factors such as parental involvement and the educational attainment of parents due to high poverty
levels here.  These non-school factors are particularly important because children typically
spend only about 13 percent of their waking hours in school from birth through age 18.

BRAC President and CEO Stephen Moret, stated, ÒGiven the importance of non-school factors in
driving student performance, we must embrace a more holistic approach to education reform in
order to be successful.  Certainly we should accelerate efforts to improve the performance of our
public schools.  But we also should aspire to become a Ôlearning community’Ña place where
formal and informal education are widely embraced, where workers seek and prepare for
knowledge-based jobs, and where lifelong learning is a common pursuit of our culture.Ó

Funding for this series is being provided by The Campaign for a Greater Baton Rouge, a five-year
regional economic development program that includes a Learning Community initiative as one of
its seven major strategies to promote economic development in the Baton Rouge area.  The series
was launched to increase public interest in the fall school board elections and to help educate our
regional community on the status of public education in the Baton Rouge area.

The 11 public school districts will each hold school board elections on September 30.  Information
about the candidates will be available on www.brac.org in the near future.

Part 4 of the research series will analyze how perception and reality differ with respect to public
education in our area, and the series will culminate in Part 5 with a summary of potential reform
initiatives to improve student achievement and school performance in our regional community.

About the Baton Rouge Area Chamber

The Baton Rouge Area Chamber leads economic development in the Baton Rouge metropolitan
area.  Serving as the voice of the business community, BRACÕs membership includes more than
1,500 organizations whose employees represent over a third of the Capital Region workforce.
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